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BANKSIA HILL DETENTION CENTRE — YOUNG OFFENDERS 
37. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
Can the minister please update the house on the measures this government has implemented in response to the 
violent, destructive and disgraceful behaviour by young offenders at the Banksia Hill Detention Centre and can he 
outline how this new approach is different from what occurred under the previous Liberal–National government? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
I thank the member for Murray–Wellington for her question and I also congratulate her on her election to the 
house. 
Referring to the Banksia Hill Detention Centre, we have to go back in time. There are still some members in the 
chamber who have some responsibility for the problems out at Banksia Hill, do they not, member for Warren–
Blackwood? 
Mr D.T. Redman: We’re not going to let them out, though, are we? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Members remember that with Banksia Hill, at the moment we are being called upon to — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: Relax! Members opposite will be there for four years! They have plenty of time—just chill. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, get back to the question, please. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: If the former minister remembers, 2012 is when he made the fateful decision to close 
Rangeview Remand Centre. Why? It was in order to begin the process of privatising the prison. That is what he 
did. At that time in this chamber we told the minister over and over again that if Rangeview is closed, if the 
remandees are taken from there, if the young girls are taken from there and if children under the age of 14 are 
taken from that institution and put into Banksia and all mixed up, there will be a major problem. Three months 
later, there was an enormous riot. We told members opposite it was coming. The former government overcrowded 
that facility. It mixed the cohorts together. Males and females were mixed together and younger and older boys 
were mixed together. We told the former government there would be trouble. Three months later, there was a riot. 
Since then, there has been a constant procession of attacks on staff, escapes and riots—the latest, the last two riots, 
were on 4 and 5 May. Over that time, since 2010, the Banksia Hill Detention Centre has had nine general managers 
and there has been a failure by management to control the centre. Under Labor, we have—not “we are going to”—
put control back in that centre. I have been out there three times since the riot—three times. I can assure the house 
that those perpetrators who caused hundreds of thousands of dollars of damage are under lock and key in the 
Harding unit, and they will not be getting out. The juveniles are being split up, as they appropriately should be. 
We would have liked to put them into separate facilities, but, unfortunately, the Liberal–National government 
privatised that. We would have liked to do that, but we will be separating them within that facility. Although 
trauma-informed care will continue as a process of rehabilitation, we will ensure that security and control is 
paramount. That is what the Liberal–National government failed to do and that is why the riots occurred. They 
will not be happening under me and they will not be happening under Labor. 
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